particular to the work of Y.G. Vinogradov, who in recent decades has probably made the most signi cant contribution to the examination of this subject: he introduced into the scholarly discussions or reinterpreted most valuable source material. 3 It is possibly useful to approach this range of questions "from the other shore" so to speak, namely through the eyes of a historian of Classical Athens. It needs to be pointed out straightaway that, although Pericles' Pontic expedition is mentioned in virtually all works devoted to the Athenian archon, the number of specialized works treating the subject with a greater or lesser degree of detail is extremely rare. 4 The factors underlying this state of affairs will be referred to later. A coherent reconstruction of this military-political enterprise with maximum detail and free of all sorts of controversial aspects would appear to be reserved for the future. All we should like to do is to voice some considerations, which will perhaps help us to establish certain details regarding the course of events and to understand better the phenomenon as such. The immediate aim of this article is an attempt to establish the route of the expedition. We shall only be able to return to that question at the end of this account: rst it is essential to
